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Facing the Climate Crisis



THE PAST – TEMPERATURES RISING AT 
ROSEBUD



THE PAST – RAIN AND SNOW RISING AT ROSEBUD



More hot and very hot days to come

>90 degrees F >100 degrees F >105 degrees F

1990s 25 days 2 days 0 days
2025s 43 days 7 days 2 days
2055s 63 days 19 days 6 days
2085s 85 days 43 days 23  days



Days with very high fire danger

Grass to shrub transition











Fort Laramie Treaties



Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851
•ARTICLE 6.
•The parties to the second part of this treaty having 
selected principals or head-chiefs for their respective 
nations, through whom all national business will 
hereafter be conducted, do hereby bind themselves to 
sustain said chiefs and their successors during good 
behavior.



Article II - 1868
• ARTICLE II.

The United States agrees that the following district of country, to wit, viz: commencing on the 
east bank of the Missouri river where the 46th parallel of north latitude crosses the same, thence 
along low-water mark down said east bank to a point opposite where the northern line of the 
State of Nebraska strikes the river, thence west across said river, and along the northern line of 
Nebraska to the 104th degree of longitude west from Greenwich, thence north on said meridian 
to a point where the 46th parallel of north latitude intercepts the same, thence due east along 
said parallel to the place of beginning; and in addition thereto, all existing reservations of the east 
back of said river, shall be and the same is, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and 
occupation of the Indians herein named, and for such other friendly tribes or individual Indians as 
from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the United States, to admit amongst 
them; and the United States now solemnly agrees that no persons, except those herein 
designated and authorized so to do, and except such officers, agents, and employees of the 
government as may be authorized to enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties 
enjoined by law, shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory 
described in this article, or in such territory as may be added to this reservation for the use of said 
Indians, and henceforth they will and do hereby relinquish all claims or right in and to any portion 
of the United States or Territories, except such as is embraced within the limits aforesaid, and 
except as hereinafter provided.



Article 5

•The territory of the Sioux or Dahcotah Nation, commencing 
the mouth of the White Earth River, on the Missouri River: 
thence in a southwesterly direction to the forks of the Platte 
River: thence up the north fork of the Platte River to a point 
known as the Red Bute, or where the road leaves the river; 
thence along the range of mountains known as the Black 
Hills, to the head-waters of Heart River; thence down Heart 
River to its mouth; and thence down the Missouri River to the 
place of beginning.















INPUT FROM THE 
OYATE

(despite Covid)





CONCERNS

WHAT TO FOCUS PLANNING ON



Syed Huq Director, Water Department

Joe Ross, RST Ranch Manager

Paula Wopilawin Antoine, Director, Sicangu Oyate Land Office

Pam Giroux, Director, Rosebud Elder Care

Ken Haukaas, Director, Forestry Department

Alexander Swalley, Director, Environmental Protection Department

Wayne Bear Shield, Director, Facilities Management,

Caroline Horse Looking, Director, RST Enrollment

Ione Quigley, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Robert Oliver, Director, Dam Safety, Emergency Response

Wizipan Little Elk, Executive Director, REDCO [now with BIA]

Tony Rogers, Director, Tribal Utility Commission

Skyla Fast Horse, Director, Health Department 

RST Government expertise



Protect the Oyate

Protect and Wisely Use our Water

Protecting the Land and Living Relatives



Four Highlighted Recommendations

Establish a permanent tribal office led by a Chief Climate 
Officer

Plan and build capacity to address human needs in weather 
emergencies.

Implement the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and Mitigation 
Plan

Establish a Sicangu Lakota Oyate Environmental Data and  
Decisions Center for focused information and sovereignty for the 
land and living relatives



PROTECTING THE 
OYATE

Establish a permanent tribal department and Oyate Climate Itacan

Enhance tribal capacity to protect life and property among the 
Sicangu Lakota Oyate

Weather emergencies – plan for flooding and tornadoes

Local weather warning system

Reliable heating and cooling 

Community centers as warm/cooling stations

Wellness checks

Consider rooftop solar

Consider higher building codes



PROTECTING AND WISELY USING OUR 
WATER

Adopt and implement the Rosebud Tribal Water Code 

Fully implement  the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and Mitigation Plan

Expand characterization and monitoring of Rosebud water

RST has legal access to Missouri River water 
Reservation sits atop major aquifer

BUT --  contamination, control, over-use, drought impacts, pose dangers 



PROTECTING THE LAND AND LIVING RELATIVES

Establish a Sicangu Climate Center for focused information and sovereignty 
for the land and living relatives

Clean up the Reservation

Expand food sovereignty, local markets, processing facilities

Promote habitat conservation 

Reduce overgrazing

Understand the impacts of climate change on forests and grasslands

Plant more trees

Track forage production and use

Preserve sacred plants, at-risk species, and consider when development occurs



Sicangu Climate Center
(SCC) Grant 

Enables us to build a 
climate data system that 
we own and control to 
support our vision, 
sovereignty, people.
 



Tribal Climate Center
(TCC) Grant

Is a continuation of the 
work of the Climate 
Change Working 
Group.
 



TRIBAL CLIMATE CENTER GOAL:
PROTECTING THE LAND AND LIVING RELATIVES

Establish a Sicangu Climate Center for focused information and sovereignty 
for the land and living relatives

Clean up the Reservation

Expand food sovereignty, local markets, processing facilities

Promote habitat conservation 

Reduce overgrazing

Understand the impacts of climate change on forests and grasslands

Plant more trees

Track forage production and use

Preserve sacred plants, at-risk species, and consider when development occurs

TCC Data Foundation to Support Realization of the Vision 



TRIBAL CLIMATE CENTER PROJECT GOAL:
PROTECTING AND WISELY USING OUR 
WATER

Adopt and implement the Rosebud Tribal Water Code 

Fully implement  the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and Mitigation Plan

Expand characterization and monitoring of Rosebud water

RST has legal access to Missouri River water 
Reservation sits atop major aquifer

BUT --  contamination, control, over-use, drought impacts, pose dangers 

TCC Data Foundation to Support Realization of the Vision 



THE SICANGU CLIMATE 
CENTER data will be 
ours, and the 
technology
secure so that we can 
maintain sovereignty 
over the data that 
helps to tell the story 
of our land, our 
people, our vision and 
our intentions.




